Look at the following sample student rationales and their main parts of topic, choice of topic, purpose, and choice of purpose
1. Title: The concept of economic insecurity and whether we should care
Topic: This speech will examine the concept of economic insecurity and its potential effects on daily routine. It will examine whether it has implications for life contingencies like illness, unemployment, widowhood, and old age and whether we should take it into serious consideration. 
Choice of topic: This topic calls for our attention as only by gaining a thorough understanding of economic insecurity and risk we can establish more efficient labor markets and welfare benefit systems. This is particularly true in the light of the great upheavals taking place in labor and financial markets and the threats to social and economic stability they pose. 
Purpose: The purpose of the speech is to raise awareness of the complexity involved in the two opposite aspects of economic insecurity and persuade those concerned that it is neither simplistic nor unimportant. 
Choice of purpose: The underlying reason for this is the neglect of economic insecurity by many policy makers and its simplistic representation in the media. 

2. Title: Social media vs. Reality: Unrealistic expectations for young people? 

Topic:  This project is about the effect social media has on younger people's mindsets. 

Rationale of choice of topic: Nowadays, social platforms are the main means of communication and keeping in touch with each other. By doing so they play a major role in our everyday life. Undoubtedly, there are many well-known advantages to using social media, which justify their everyday use. Nevertheless, the way that "reality" is presented to us is through rose-tinted glasses, which we often choose to ignore, falling victim to what attracts our attention. Therefore, the immediate juxtaposition of the pros and cons is an eye-opener and a reminder that we need to be very cautious when we use them. 
Purpose & justification of purpose: The purpose of this project is help you distinguish what is real and what is not by suggesting a few ways to do so. The rationale behind it lies in the strong, often inescapable influence social platforms tend to have on our self-image and mentality, which makes it imperative that we can all distinguish what is real and what is "Insta- real".
Look at the following sample student abstracts and identify any signposting
1. Title: dealing with shadow economy and corruption in Greece

In this speech we are going to evaluate and compare the efficiency of two different ways of dealing with corruption and shadow economy in Greece. We will start with a discussion of preventive strategies and then move to an analysis of corrective strategies. We will close with our own view on which of the two we think is the most efficient.  
2. Title: Teleworking: how beneficial is it really? 
The speech is about whether teleworking has a positive or negative impact on us. First, we will present three main types of positive impact. Then we will talk about its most important negative aspects. We will end with our own opinion on the extent to which its effects are positive and/or negative. 
3. Title: The effects of globalization: is it really positive or negative and for whom?  

The talk will start with the negative aspects of globalization in relation to terrorism, unequal economic growth, loss of local culture and businesses, and environmental degradation. Then it will present/move to the most important positive aspects of free trade, competition, and access to education, technology, and employment. It will close with our own opinion on what we see is the main brunt of globalization.     

Evaluate the following student rationales & abstracts.
1. Topic: the significance of history
Title: Does History matter?

Rationale

In our paper we are trying to answer the question ‘’Does history matter’’? History is an important part of humankind which has shaped our modern world and societies. However, does it impact our everyday life and especially young people who usually choose not to interact with it? Does it offer a positive footprint? 
The reason we attempt to examine the role of history is the possible different perceptions we will get of how both an individual and a collective entity like a society or a state, could be benefited or be tested by interconnecting with history. Could historical knowledge prevent similar practices in the future, or does history repeat itself over and over again? During difficulties and world crisis like the ones we are facing in the last years, from economic to environmental and health level, many are looking to the past to seek solutions.
Our main purpose is to bring to the audience’s attention the attitude of modern societies towards history. 
This is because we believe that history has the ability to transform the way we think. 

Abstract 

The presentation of this assignment will analyze an intertemporal controversial dipole. Specifically, whether there’s any significance in having historical memory at both personal and social level. First, we will talk about the significance of history and how the modern world could solve crisis by taking examples of the past combined with a thorough reference to Germany’s society and how by interacting with history, it managed to abandon the disasters of the second world war. Next, the opposite view and the opinion that history has nothing to offer but failure and disappointment will be examined. Finally, we are going to state our own opinion on the topic which will be supported with arguments and examples. 

2. Topic/title: How do social media affect our lives? Pros and cons

Rationale 

In this presentation, we would like to analyze how the engagement with social media affects our lives. It is indisputable that the internet has quickly evolved during the last decades, especially social media. This evolution has brought many changes to humanity as most people use social media platforms on a daily basis, not only for entertainment reasons, but also, for expressing their opinions or even for business purposes. 
The reason why we chose this subject is because our generation tends to spend substantial time using social media without considering the negative impact they may have and the strong dominant role they play in our lives. 
Our main purpose is to encourage our fellow students to consider how much time they spend on social media and motivate them to take advantage of the pros social media can offer, but also, help them avoid the consequences of their excessive use of social media can cause.

Abstract

The focus point of the following presentation will be about the impact social media have in our lives. To begin with, we will talk about how social media are being helpful for our everyday lives, since social media is the place to express opinions, get inspired, informed, or even do business. Next we will discuss the way social media can become addictive by creating a false expectation about life and in doing so lifting you up or tearing you down. Finally, we are going to express our opinion on the topic, which is somewhere in between, since we believe that right social media use can be helpful for our everyday lives, but if we overdo it, they can become a dangerous and dark place.

