Rory Steward - “Why Democracy Matters”
Watch the video on 

http://www.ted.com/talks/rory_stewart_how_to_rebuild_democracy
Speech comprehension
1. What is the topic of the speech and the speaker’s main argument? 
2. What is democracy suffering from in recent years? 
3. How are politicians viewed by the common people and what does that illustrate about democracy? 
4. How can democracy be restored? (i.e. who is at fault and what should be done to revive it?) 
5. In par. 13, the speaker says, “if democracy is to flourish, it is about the active and informed engagement of every citizen”. Explain in your own words. 

Rhetorical strategies

1. What introductory techniques are used in the beginning? 
2. What textual pattern does the speaker use to develop his main argument? (e. g. thesis followed by supporting arguments, refutation strategy, narration, exemplification etc.) 
3. How does the speaker build credibility? 
4. Give examples of contrast he draws.

5. In par 9, he says “Democracy is not a question of structures. It is a state of mind. It is an activity. And part of that activity is honesty.” What rhetorical techniques can you identify here? What effect is being achieved through them?

6. In par. 10 the speaker says “And the second thing we should do is understand the genius of our societies. Our societies have never been so educated, have never been so energized, have never been so healthy, have never known so much, cared so much, or wanted so much, and it is a genius of the local.” Which rhetorical strategies can you recognize here?

Vocabulary practice

1. Guess the meaning of the words from their context or your background knowledge of English
1. “My colleagues in Parliament include, in my new intake, family doctors, businesspeople, professors, distinguished economists, historians, writers, army officers ranging from colonels down to regimental sergeant majors.” 

2. “In Jamaica, for example -- look at Jamaican members of Parliament, you meet them, and they're often people who are Rhodes Scholars, who've studied at Harvard or at Princeton, and yet, you go down to downtown Kingston, and you are looking at one of the most depressing sites that you can see”
3. “What we find in Afghanistan is a judiciary that is weak and corrupt,”
4. “We went through a period of feeling that the lesson learned from Bosnia was that elections held too early enshrined sectarian violence, enshrined extremist parties, so in Iraq in 2003 the decision was made, let's not have elections for two years.”
5. “the developments in Chongqing contribute to sustainable development in carbon capture,”

2. Match the words with their definitions.
	1. interim
	A. full of energy and activity

	2. tap (into) sth
	B. s/he knows everything

	3. vibrant
	C. take by force

	4. omniscient
	D. s/he who advocates measures beyond the norm 

	5. extract
	E. interval, temporary

	6. extremist
	F. a body of people elected to serve as administrators

	7. sectarian
	G. establish access/a connection to sth, (take advantage of sth)

	8. council
	H. to search thoroughly by destroying, pillaging and plundering

	9. ransack
	I. to bring to life again, to impart new energy and spirit

	10. revivify
	J. dogmatic, partisan, narrow minded


3. Put the words in brackets into the correct derivative form.
1. ______ (President) and _____ (parliament) elections are to be held in three months. 

2. _____ (distinguish) academics argued that ____ (democratic) have this ____ (credit) range of side effects. 

3. The point about democracy is not that it is _____ (instrument), but that it delivers legitimate, ____ (effect), _____ (prosper) rule of law. 
 4. Local ____ (elect) should take place at the district level with _____ (province) governors being elected.
5. 400 years of maturing _____ (democrat), colleagues in Parliament who seem to me, as individuals, reasonably ______ (impress), an ______ (increase) educated, energetic, ______ (inform) population, and yet a deep, deep sense of ______ (disappoint).
