English for international relations and economics

Course instructor: Machili Ifigeneia

I. Types of exam questions

Types of questions on a given speech:

a) comprehension questions either in True/False or open-ended format 

b) questions either multiple choice or open-ended format on the rhetorical strategies and the structure of the speech.

Examples of (b):

1. What is the specific purpose of the speaker?

It could be to inform, to persuade, or to reinforce people’s feelings about something. You also need to explain exactly what the audience is going to be informed or persuaded about.

2. What is the audience of this speech?

They could be people all over the world, a particular association, classmates etc.

3. How does the speaker establish credibility?

The speaker can do that by referring to sources (surveys, books particular names, dates etc to show that he/she is knowledgeable), personal experiences (to show how deeply involved or closely related he/she is to the topic), appearing honest, truthful and ethical (by acknowledging pitfalls, weaknesses, limitations). Also being a well-known or popular person or having a high post establishes his/her initial credibility.   

4. What introductory or conclusive techniques are used in the speech?

Example introductory techniques: sharing common experiences, arousing curiosity, asking rhetorical/true questions, using a provocative statement or a memorable quotation. After drawing the listeners’ attention the speaker usually gives a preview of the speech. 

Example conclusive techniques: summary of key points, reference to the future, wish for the future, some positive thinking, or addressing the audience directly.

5. How does the speaker establish common ground?

Usually by making a point that she/he and the audience have many things in common. For example, common interests, problems, fears, etc This is usually done through the use of “we” “our” etc.

6. Give examples of questions made in the speech. What purpose do they serve?

Questions could be either rhetorical or true asking for answers. They are sometimes found in parallel structure for emphasis.  They are used to draw attention, to involve the audience or to strengthen a point (rhetorical types)

7. Give examples of contrasts or parallelism. What purpose do they serve?

For example: Rather than an old continent, the EU is a dynamic power. (contrast)

For example: let us think not only of a “Two-speed India” but a  “Two-speed world” (parallelism + contrast) They usually serve to place emphasis on points.

8. What are the strategies used in this particular extract? 

Look, there is a god above the clouds! And if you don't do what I tell you to do, when you die, God will punish you and send you to hell." 
a. Direct address

b. Intentional repetition of “clouds” and “hell”

c. Direct address and intentional repetition of “you”

d. Parallel structure and common ground

9. What are the strategies used in this particular extract? 

We want to believe -- I want to believe -- that there is something special about me, about my body, about my brain, that makes me so superior to a dog or a pig, or a chimpanzee. 

a. Parallel structure and rhetorical question
b. Short sentence and direct address

c. Short sentence and parallel structure

d. Parallel structure, intentional repetition of key words, and contrast

e. Rhetorical question and contrast

Types of questions on the theory section of the exam. They could be multiple choice items and/or asking you to answer in your own words (The following are only examples of the types of questions asked in the exam. They are not the actual questions that will be asked in the exam.)

1. Write 2-3 effective listening techniques.

 

2. Write 2 ethical responsibilities of a speaker. 


3. Write 3 potential causes of speech fear. Which is the only well-grounded cause of speech fear?



4. Write 2-3 ways of dealing with speech fear before the speech.


5. What are the 2 basic characteristics of an appropriate topic?
6. What can prevent the audience from effective listening?
7. What are the two main characteristics of public speaking?


8. Which of the following criteria for evaluation of sources are addressed in the questions? 

What are the author’s credentials? Is there any sign of bias in the language used? When was the article written?
Reliability, accuracy, currency, lack of bias, context/relevance

9. Which of the following references correctly uses APA?
10. Rewrite the following sentence, placing the citation at the beginning of the sentence. “Democracy matters because of the values it represents (Steward, 2012).
II. Structure of the exam

A. Questions on the comprehension and the speech techniques of a given speech (5 items, 10 pts)
B. Questions on the theory on oral presentations & doing research, and the core ideas of speeches taught (6 items, 12 pts)
C. Vocabulary matching exercise (15 items, 15 pts)
D. Exercise on derivatives (13 items, 13 pts)
