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Kurdish Political Parties: a critical overview

Abstract

This text intends to provide a general overview of the Kurdish political parties op-
erating in the broader historical/geographical region of Kurdistan, namely the re-
gion which is densely populated by Kurds and divided between four neighboring
countries of the Middle East: Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria. More precisely the paper
gives a short outline of the Kurdish parties’historical background, their political ide-
als and platforms and their preferred means of political action. Finally, it sketches
out their affiliations and partnerships but also their diversity in terms of both goals
and tactics.

I. General information about the Kurds and Kurdistan

The real number of the Kurdish population is unknown since there has not been
an independent census covering the whole area of Kurdistan. Its population is esti-
mated to be 45-50 million people. It should be emphasized that Kurdistan has been
the historical homeland not only of Kurds but also of Arabs, Assyrians, Armenians,
Chaldeans and Turkmens.

As it will be mentioned in the following paragraphs, the largest parts of Kurdistan
are: North and West (Turkish), East (Iranian), South (Iraqi) and Southwest (Syrian).
The land of the Kurds, however, is not limited to the aforementioned states, but also
includes the distant lands which appeared over time with the forced migrations of
the Kurdish populations to the western and southwestern regions of the Turkish
capital, to the northeastern regions of Iran, to Red Kurdistan/ Kurdistan Uzeyr be-
tween Armenia-Azerbaijan, to Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan. It should
be emphasized that Kurdish political parties have a strong influence also in these re-
mote Kurdish territories. According to the KCK education Committee, the entire area
of Kurdistan is estimated at 550,000 km?2."

1. KCK Education Committee “The Geography Of Kurdistan."The source does not include the dis-
tant lands in its estimate of the geographical extent of Kurdistan.
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The Kurdish society is multi-religious, multi-lingual, and multicultural . The language
belongs to the family of Indo-European languages and specifically to the northwest-
ern branch of the Iranian languages, and contains five dialects: northern Kurdish
(Kurmaniji), central Kurdish (Sorani), southern Kurdish (Kirmashani/Kalhuri), north-
western Kurdish (Dimilki-Zazaki) and southeastern Kurdish (Gorani /L0ri /Hawrami).?

According to Kurdish historiography, the Kurdish geographical area has been divid-
ed between the Ottoman Empire and the Safavid Empire with the Treaty of Kasr-i Si-
rin / Treaty of Zuhab, on May 17, 1639. After about three centuries of Ottoman and
Safavid rule, the Ottoman side of the Kurdish regions was divided into three parts
with the Treaty of Lausanne / Treaty of Lausanne, July 24, 1923, which demarcated
the borders between Iraq, Syria and Turkey.
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Figure 1: https://www.institutkurde.org/en/info/kurdistan-maps-1232551498

2. Sheyholislami, The Kurds: History - Religion - Language - Politics, p.31
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Figure 2: https://www.institutkurde.org/en/info/kurdistan-maps-1232551498

Il. Kurdish Political discourse?

Generally, contemporary Kurdish political thought is represented by four different
political formations. All of them operate throughout Kurdistan.

I.1 - The K.C.K. Kurdistan Communities Group - Unity of Kurdistan Communities.
They are based in the Zagros / Kandila Mountains, which form the Iran-lraq border.

1.2 - The PD.K. System (Kurdistan Democratic Party). Its base is located in the city of
Erbil / Iraqi Kurdistan.

1.3 -The Y.N.K. System (Patriotic Union of Kurdistan). It is based in the city of Sulaim-
ani/Iraqi Kurdistan.

1.4 - Other parties throughout Kurdistan, such as the individual Islamic, left, right,
democratic parties.

1.1 System of K.C.K.

The K.C.K. cooperates with three Kurdish organizations:
I.1.a K.N.K. National Congress of Kurdistan

I1.1.b KONGRA GEL / Congress of the Kurdish People

I1.1.c K.C.K./ Kurdistan Communities Group - Unity of Kurdistan Communities.

3. Cheterian, The War Report 2017. Kurdish Military Formations In Middle Eastern Battlefields, p.2-8.;
Wuthrich, Kurdish Nationalist Organizations, Neighboring States, and ‘Ideological Distance,pp. 85-112.
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I1.1.a K.N.K. Kurdistan National Congress / National Congress of Kurdistan

e Itis founded in 1999 in Amsterdam, in the Netherlands. It headquarters are in
Brussels.

¢ It represents all Kurdish forces in all parts of Kurdistan and the Kurds of the Dias-
pora.

* It perceives Kurdistan as an International Colony in the Middle East.*

* |t operates under the co-chairing formula (female-male) and it consists of 250 + 50
members. Depending on the situation the number of members varies the lowest
number being 250 and the highest 300 (250+50). The number of women partic-
ipants at KNK is not clear but “The Congress recognizes the social reality of Kurds
and Kurdistan, and supports and implements the principle of positive discrimi-
nation towards women'’s participation in all its activities, projects and organiza-
tions"?

e Every part of Kurdistan is represented in it.

11.1.b KONGRA GEL Congress of the Kurdish People

It was founded in 2003 in the guerrilla areas, in the Qandil / Iraq Mountains.

It serves as the Legislative Body of the KCK.

N

. Kurdistan National Congress , “Convention. The Colonial Occupied Status of Kurdistan”.

. According to Election of 18-19- 20th October 2019, the members of the Kurdistan National Congress
are 309 and there is The Committee for Women in The Organs of the Congress. For more information
consult: Kurdistan National Congress,“Members’, http://www.kongrakurdistan.eu/en/members/

%]
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* |t consists of 140 people.

* It recognizes Kurdistan as a whole and its decisions apply to all the four parts of
Kurdistan.

Il.1.c. KCK —-Koma Civakén Kurdistan - Unity of Communities of Kurdistan

It was founded in 2005 and is based on the KCK Agreement.®

* |t operates as an informal State and consists of legislative-executive and judicial
authorities.

e |t supports a Social-Ecological-Democratic Confederate structure for all of Kurd-
istan.

¢ It considers the theory of the nation-state outdated for the Kurds.

* It supports the Democratic Confederation with all the peoples of the region with-
in the principle of the Democratic Nation.

* Itis based on the free expression of Gender identity and ecological life.

* |tis against male domination in society, fights for women'’s freedom and imple-
ments the theory of Jineolojiin any level of its structure.

¢ |tis NOT a State, it does not support the concept of the classical state but the free-
equal citizenship of the KCK.

* Every Kurd is a natural member of the KCK system. Except for children, every per-
son can consciously participate in the activities of the KCK before adhering to the
KCK Agreement.

6. For the KKK Contract see: Serxwebun, “Koma Komalén Kurdistan S6zlesmesi”. pp.18- 20.
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1.2 - Axis of the P.D.K. System Kurdistan Democratic Party

The PD.K. (Kurdistan Democratic Party) was founded on August 16, 1946 in the Kurd-
ish Republic of Mahabad in Eastern Kurdistan-Iran.

¢ |deologically it is considered a left-wing, social democratic party.
¢ It supports Kurdish nationalism and populism.

* It belongs to the framework of the social democratic parties.

It proposes the free market economy for the whole of Kurdistan.

It operates as a federal state entity in Irag.

It has its own army, its own police, and in northern Iraq it is under the complete
control of the Party.

The first president of the Party was Mustafa Barzani and the Barzani family has
been holding the party’s presidency in Iraq ever since.”

The name, the principles and the political line of the Party remained the same,
apart from a few changes caused by the socio-political transformations which
took place in the region.

It is the main parliamentary party of the Kurdistan Regional Government (K.R.G.)
of the Federal Republic of Iraq. It functions as a state entity, something that is rath-
er exceptional for Kurds.

The influence of the Kurdistan Democratic Party in other parts of Kurdistan was
largely due to its historical significance and the lack of other powerful Kurdish par-
tiesin the period in which it operated (1950s-1980s).

Similar parties have been established in the four parts of Kurdistan under the
same name and with the same political program, such as the Kurdistan Demo-
cratic Party of Turkey, Kurdistan Democratic Party of Syria and Kurdistan Demo-
cratic Party of Iran.

7. KDP,“Derbaré Partlya Demokrata Kurdistané” (About the Kurdistan Democratic Party), https://
www.kdp.info/p/p.aspx?p=15&I=16&s=040100&r=365
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e Apart from the PDK of northern Kurdistan (Turkey), all other PDK parties have
armed branches.

lll. The Kurdish Political Parties in Kurdistan and in the Diaspora
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Figure 3: https://www.institutkurde.org/info/cartes-du-kurdistan-1232550963

Ill. 1. EASTERN KURDISTAN - IRAN

General information:

Kurds live throughout Iran but the largest part of their population is located in
northwestern Iran, on the borders of Iraq and Turkey, in the provinces of Kurdis-
tan / Kermanshah / llam and in western Azerbaijan. This wider region known as Ro-
jhilati Kurdistan (Eastern Kurdistan) is estimated at about 175,000 km2. Its Kurdish
population is estimated at about 12-15 million. This number includes the Kurds of
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the north Khorasan province (northeastern Iran) in which Kurds make up approxi-
mately 50% of the region’s population. The languages spoken are the various dia-
lects of the Kurdish language (Sorani, Kurmanji, Hevrami, Kelhori, Luri), but also Farsi
and Leki as well. There isn’t a single eastern Kurdish religion, but different branch-
es of the Islamic tradition are represented in the region, such as Sunni, Shia and Ale-
vi. On the other hand, the ancient historical religions of the Kurds (Yaresani, Zoroas-
trianism) are the dominant religions mainly in the Kermanshah region, in southern
eastern Kurdistan.®

Kurdish-government tensions in Iran have a long history of many centuries. Howev-
er, in focusing on its recent history one can begin with Reza Khan's (later Reza Shah
Pahlavi) backlash against the Kurds in 1922. He recaptured control over the lands
that Kurdish leaders had gained since 1918 and dealt ruthlessly with the Kurdish
leaders. Once again, after the abdication of Reza Shah in 1941, some Kurdish leaders
reasserted themselves and spread their control in western Iran. The Kurds even de-
clared the Mahabad Kurdish Republic in January 1946, but it only lasted 11 months
and the Iranian government recaptured Mahabad and eliminated the Kurdish lead-
ers involved. The period after 1946 saw the decline in Kurdish fortunes, the co-op-
tion of the Kurdish tribal leadership and the downgrading of the political power
base of Kurdish landowners through the land reforms of the 1960s.°

Despite the existence of the province of Kurdistan, both the use of Kurdish language
and the political-educational organization of the Kurds are prohibited within Iran.
That is why there is not a single legitimate Kurdish party in the country.

lll.1.a Eastern Kurdistan (Iran) Kurdish armed parties'

In Eastern Kurdistan-Iran there are 5 (five) important Kurdish armed parties repre-
senting three distinct political trends:"

i. The conservative, aristocratic and patriotic parties: D.K.K.I.(IKDP), D.K.K.-I (KDP-I)?
and PAK.

ii. The party that supports a strictly marxist and dogmatic socialist approach: Koma-
la.

8. For further information on Kurdish language in Iran consult: BFA Staatendokumentation, The
Kurds: History - Religion - Language - Politicspp.41-43.

9. Minority Rights Group International, “Iran: Kurds”, https://minorityrights.org/minorities/
kurds-4/.

10. BFA Staatendokumentation, The Kurds: History - Religion - Language - Politics, pp. 162-183

11. MERIA, The Main Kurdish Political Parties in Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey: A Research Guide, pp.2-4

12. These two parties (D.K.K.I and D.K.K.-l.) merged in 2022. https://www.rudaw.net/turkish/
kurdistan/2108202213
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The parties that support the democratic Confederation of the peoples of the (wid-
er) region: PJAK," and the social movement — KODAR (The Free and Democrat-
ic Society of East Kurdistan). Compared with the other parties of eastern Kurd-
istan-Iran, the political participation and social liberation of women are very
important for KODAR.™

The Basic Kurdish Parties of Eastern Kurdistan (Western Iran)

Parties _
s O
IKDP Komala PJAK PAK
Establish- 1945 1967 1999 2006 1991
ment
Target Autonomy Socialist Au- | Democrat- Autonomy Independ-
tonomy ic Confeder- ence from
ation Iran
(Independ-
ent Kurdistan
- Freelran)
Political par- |Party-IKDP | Party-Kome- | Party-PJAK, |Party-KDP-I, | Unclear sepa-
ty/ Military | Pesmerga,” |le, Peshmer- | YRK-YPRK, Peshmerga | ration of mili-
Branch The Eagles of | ga KODAR and tary and polit-
Zagros (Mili- KJAR'® ical structure.
tia type) The name of
the military
branch of Par-
tyis
Free Eagles
of East Kurd-
istan
13. PJAK, “The road map of KODAR is modern and non-discriminatory”, https://pjak.eu/en/the-

14.

15.

road-map-of-kodar-is-modern-and-non-discriminatory/.

KODAR, “Final Resolution of The Second Congress of the Free and Democratic Society of
East Kurdistan (KODAR),” https://kodar.info/en/2016/11/06/final-resolution-of-the-second-
congress-of-the-free-and-democratic-society-of-east-kurdistan-kodar/.

The KDP’s and PUK’s partisan attitude is particularly manifested in the security sector. From the
very beginning “Peshmerga’, the armed - the armed units of KDP and PUK that were formed
to resist the central government in Baghdad, played a very important role in the history of Ira-
qi-Kurdistan. The Peshmerga - which used guerrilla tactics in the 1980's - transformed into a
more regular military force after the withdrawal of the Iraqi forces from the area of the “Save
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Haven”in 1991.They were further professionalized by the US after the fall of Saddam Hussein in
2003. Still, the Peshmerga forces of the two parties were separated from each other, although
there have been frequent attempts to unify them in one professional army. In 2009 the KDP
and the PUK created the Ministry of Peshmerga Affairs whose aim was to centralize adminis-
trative tasks and establish joint KDP-PUK brigades commanded by officers graduated from a
military academy. BFA Staatendokumentation, The Kurds: History - Religion - Language - Pol-

itics, pp.149

16. For further information on KJAR consult: KJAR, “Official Website”, https://kjar.online/en/
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1ll. 2. NORTHERN KURDISTAN - TURKEY

General information

Kurds live in all parts of Turkey, however they are concentrated mainly in eastern
and southeastern Turkey, near the borders with Iran, Iragq and Syria. Today, most es-
timates suggest that between 15 and 20 per cent of the Turkish population is Kurd-
ish.” The main Kurdish cities of Northern Kurdistan which are populated by Kurds
at 75-80% are: Hakkari, Van, Mardin, Diyarbakir, Bitlis, Urfa, Siirt, Bingol, Agri, Tunceli,
Malatya. The cities with less than 70-75% Kurdish population are: Adiyaman, Gazian-
tep, Elazig, Erzurum, Sivas, Kahramanmaras. The number of Turkish citizens of Kurd-
ish origin is estimated at 25-30 million. The area of Northern Kurdistan is estimated
at approximately 250,000 km? and thus remains the largest of all the four constitu-
ent parts of Kurdistan.

The languages'® spoken in northern Kurdistan are two dialects of the Kurdish lan-
guage (Kurmanji and Kirmancki (Zazaki=Dimilki) and Turkish. The Kurdish language
is not officially banned in public but its use could result to several penalties, stretch-
ing from marginalization to imprisonment. For example, Kurdish, with its two dia-
lects (Kurmanji and Kirmancki/Zazaki=Dimilki), has been allowed as an optional lan-
guage in secondary education since 2012, however in practice teachers have not
been appointed, classrooms have not been provided, parents have been discour-
aged to choose the course for their children, etc.”

There are several religions in the region. The vast majority of the Kurds are Sunnis
(Hanefi and Shafii), followed by Alevis and Yazidis. Although there was a large num-
ber of Christians (Chaldeans, Assyrians, Catholics, Armenians, Orthodox) during the
last century, the Christian community today is significantly small.

lll. 2.a The Kurdish organizations in Turkey

Thefirst party that strongly supported Kurdish right, was the Association for the Rise
of Kurdistan, founded in 1909 in Istanbul.?’ Since the founding of the Turkish state
(1923), although every Kurdish citizen can take partin almost all socio-political-reli-
gious organizations in Turkey, no collective Kurdish identity has been officially rec-

17. Minority Rights Group International, “Turkey: Kurds,” https://minorityrights.org/minorities/
kurds-2/

18. Haig, Opengin,. “Kurmaniji Kurdish in Turkey: structure, varieties, and status’, https://www.
academia.edu/17650650/Kurmaniji_in_Turkey_structure_varieties_and_status

19. Opengin,“The History of Kurdish and the Development of Literary Kurmaniji’, pp.603-633.

20. Issi, OBwuavikr Autokpatopia kat Koupdikog EOvikioudg [Ottoman Empire and Kurdish
Nationalism], pp.419
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ognized.?' Up to 2010, no legitimate Kurdish party has been allowed to be estab-
lished in Turkey. The first legal parties appeared during the first period of the AKP’s
rule in Turkey.?

Seven Kurdish political movements, associations and parties have released a joint
declaration and announced that they have formed an alliance for the local elections
on March 31, 2019.They have decided to act under the name Cooperation of Kurd-
istan / Kurdistani ittifak.

The political entities partaking in the alliance are: Kurdistan Islamic Movement (AZA-
DIi), Democratic Regions Party (DBP), Revolutionary Democratic Kurdish Association
(DDKD), Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), Human and Freedom Party (PiA), Partiya
Komunista Kurdistan (KKP), Platforma Demokrata Kurdistan (PDK) and Partiya
Demokrata Kurdistané -Tirkiye (PDK-T). These parties will enter the local elections
under the umbrella of HDP.2

The political organization of Kurds in Turkey, has followed three main directions:
1- Democratic Society Congress (Demokratik Toplum Kongresi / DTK)

2- Independent Kurdish parties and/or pro-PDK organizations

3- Religious Party HUDA-PAR (Free Cause Party)

1ll.2.a.1 DTK/ Demokratik Toplum Kongresi - Democratic Society Congress

-

{_ {DEMOKRATIK
A

b, SKONGRESI

It was founded in October 30, 2007 in Diyarbakir.

¢ Itis the top umbrella organization for almost all Kurdish socio-political organiza-
tions.

* Itisaset of organizations that operate within the framework of the Democratic So-
ciety Movement, within northern Kurdistan.

e Itis considered the future parliament of the Kurds of northern Kurdistan.

21. Issi,“lotopikn €€€MEN Twv Koupdikwv MoAtikwv Opyavwoewv Tou Koupdiotav. H Mepintwon
Tou Bopeiou Koupdiotdv/Toupkia”[Historical development of the Kurdish Political
Organizations of Kurdistan -The Case of Northern Kurdistan/Turkey-],

22. Karakoc, . Ozen, . “Kurdish Public Opinion in Turkey Cultural and Political Demands of the
‘Kurdish Street,’ pp.30-34

23. Bianet, “7 Kurdish Parties Form Alliance for Local Elections’, https://bianet.org/english/
politics/204214-7-kurdish-parties-form-alliance-for-local-elections.
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¢ It has declared the Democratic Autonomy of the Kurds of northern Kurdistan on
July 14,2011.

* It considers Kurdistan as a single entity and supports the Confederate Republic,
like the KCK, for the whole of Kurdistan.?*

The Kurdish parliamentary parties in north Kurdistan

The legal presence of Kurdish organizations dates back to the student associations
of the 1960s and to the first appearance of Kurdish press mainly from the 1950s.
The strong presence of Kurdish claims in a legitimate democratic political context,
appears mainly after 1991, with the founding of the People’s Workers Party/Halk-
larinEmekPartisi - H.E.P. As soon as the trial of the closure of the H.E.P. began, the
Democracy Party/Demokrasi Partisi - D.E.P. was established. The legitimate Kurdish
democratic parties faced real constraints when their organizations were banned and
their members arrested . Due to these administrative acts of the Turkish judiciary
and executive authorities, the Kurds have always been preparing another organi-
zation as a“parallel existence” The Kurds immediately launched a new organization
when an existing one was forced to close. The legitimate Kurdish parties that either
took part or attempted to take part in Turkish elections are presented below.

The Kurdish parliamentary parties of northern Kurdistan-Turkey (2022)

NAME TURKISH | ESTABLISHMENT | CLOSURE
[INITIALS

WORKING PARTY OF THE PEOPLE - HALK- | HEP 7.07.1990 14.07.1993

LARIN EMEK PARTISI

FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY PARTY - OzDEP 19.10.1992 23.11.1993

OZGURLUK VE DEMOKRASI PARTISI

DEMOCRACY PARTY - DEMOKRASI PARTISI | DEP 21.06.1991 16.06.1994

PEOPLE’'S DEMOCRACY PARTY - HALKIN HADEP 11.05.1994 13.03.2003

DEMOKRASI PARTISI

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE PARTY - DEMOKRA- | DEHAP 1997 2005

TIKHALK PARTISI

DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY PARTY — DEMOKRA- | DTP 09.11.2005 11.12.2009

TIKTOPLUM PARTISI-

PEACE AND DEMOCRACY PARTY - BARIS VE | BDP 02.05.2008 11.07.2014

DEMOKRASI PARTISI-

24. Wikipedia, Democratic Society Congress, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Society_
Congress.
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NAME TURKISH | ESTABLISHMENT | CLOSURE
|INITIALS

PEOPLES' DEMOCRATIC PARTY — HALKLAR- | HDP 15.10.2012 -

IN DEMOKRATIK PARTISI

DEMOCRATIC REGIONS PARTY — DEMOKRA- | DBP 11.07.2014 -

TiK BOLGELER PARTISI

1ll.2.a.2- Independent Kurdish parties and/or pro-PDK organizations

These are independent political parties with different political claims for the Kurds,
such as autonomy, independence, etc. Their common characteristics include the con-
tinuation of the former Kurdish illegal organizations operating between the 1960s and
the 1980s. In time, they disappeared or continued their political course as legitimate
parties as soon as their leaders returned from Europe. They usually act as a single enti-
ty and their political programme is close to the programme of the Democratic Party of
Kurdistan in Irag. The most notable among them are the Freedom Party/Azadji Partisi,
the Democratic Party of Kurdistan-Turkey/Kurdistan Demokrat Partisi-Turkiye (PDK-T),
the Socialist Party of Kurdistan/Kurdistan Sosyalist Partisi (PSK), the Party of Law and
Freedom/Hak ve Ozgiirliikler Partisi (HAK-PAR) and the New Start/Despéka NG

It should be emphasized that in recent years, at least for the last decade, these or-
ganizations and parties have been cooperating under the umbrella of the Kurdistan
Cooperation/Kurdistani ittifak. Although this cooperation is not limited to the par-
liamentary and local elections but expands also to other areas such as the joint cel-
ebration of the Kurdish national holiday Newroz, it could be argued that the main
goal of the cooperation is electoral.

1ll.2.a.3- HUDA-PAR (Free Cause Party) - Religious Party

It was founded in 2013 in Diyarbakir. According to its statute, it is a Turkish party
that operates in the Kurdish regions of Turkey. It is considered a continuation of the
Turkish Hezbollah organization and basically supports the political discourse of the
A.K.P. Within the Kurdish political spectrum, it is situated on the right and supports
the Muslim Brotherhood. It extremely opposes K.C.K., supporting the unity of Kurds
under Islam. In the 2018 elections it secured 0.31% (157,000 votes).

lll. 2.b The Basic lllegal Kurdish Armed Forces of Northern Kurdistan (Turkey)

Although the names of the organizations are constantly changing they all operate
within Turkey, either in Kurdish areas only or outside Kurdish areas only. Some of

25. Huda Par,“Party Programme,” https://hudapar.org/files/uploads/file/file_fc094d8eb8.pdf.
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these organizations operate in Turkish cities, some are mountain guerrilla units and
some operate both in mountainous and urban areas. They all recognize Abdullah
Ocalan as their president or honorary president. The most prominent are:

1.2.b.1

P.K.K. (Partiya Karkerén Kurdistan/Kurdistan Working Party)- P.A.J.K. (Partiya
Azadiya Jin a Kurdistan/Kurdistan Women'’s Liberation Party)

The PK.K. was founded in 1978 in the district of Diyarbakir.?® Abdullah Ocalan was
elected president, but after Ocalan’s arrest the party has been operating under the
co-presidency system (one man and one woman). The initial ideological discourse
of the PK.K. was Marxism-Leninism to be later transformed to the Democratic Con-
federation,” the political discourse influenced by liberal socialism.

The PK.K. consists of two equal parties in terms of gender: PK.K. and PA.J.K. Both
parties are organized and operate separately in all parts of Kurdistan but they actin
unity whenever the circumstances demand it. It is a modus operandi unique in the
world that aims at the liberation of the female sex from the male, capitalist, family
and racial domination. Each of their sub-organizations in all parts of Kurdistan fol-
lows the line of the K.CK..

H.P.G. (Hézén Parastina Gel — People’s Defense Forces, men's army) and Y.J.A.-STAR
(Yekineyén Jinén Azad — STAR/Free Women'’s Units, women’s army) operate with-
in them.

1.2.b.2

H.B.D.H / Halklarin Birlesik Devrimci Hareketi — United People’s Revolution-
ary Movement (male guerrilla units) and H.B.D.H.-K / Halklarin Birlesik Devrimci
Hareketi-Kadin - United People’s Revolutionary Movement-Women (female guer-
rilla units).

Itisa movement that has been created with the unison of the nine far-left Turkish or-
ganizations and the PKK. They operate mainly in Turkish cities and are the main force
of the International Revolutionary Battalions of Western Kurdistan/Syria.?®

26. PKK, “Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) Executive Committee 34th anniversary of the founding
To Our People and Public Opinion”,
https://pkk-online.com/en/index.php/boeluemler/pkk-tarihi/82-34th-anniversary-of-
kurdistan-workers-party

27. Nucan,.”Demokratik Konfederalizm” [Democratic Confederation], https://pkk-online.com/tr/
index.php/boeluemler/akademi/443-demokratik-konfederalizm-2,

28. UK Home Office, “Country Policy and Information Note Turkey: Kurdistan workers party (PKK)",
pp.16.
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11.2.b.3

There are three other Kurdish armed organizations within Turkey, apart from the
PK.K., which recognize Abdullah Ocalan as their honorary leader, and there are fre-
quent movements of PKK members to these organizations.

lll.2.b.3.a Yekineyén Parastina Gel / Civil Defense Units (YPS) were established on
10 January 2015, during clashes between Turkish repression forces (police, army,
gendarmerie and paramilitary organizations) with the Kurdish youth organization
Y.D.G.-H./ Yurtsever Devrimci Genclik Hareketi - Patriotic Revolutionary Youth Move-
ment. The Y.PS. are the natural continuation of Y.D.G.-H. and they are mainly active
in the Kurdish cities of Turkey.?

ll1.2.b.3.b Teyrénbazén Azadiya Kurdistan/Kurdistan Freedom Fighters (T.A.K.) Ac-
cording to it, its founding members came from the P.K.K. and represented the par-
ty’s radical branch. Considering the PK.K. as reformist and rather passive towards the
Turkish state, it was established as a new highly aggressive, patriotic, armed organi-
zation in 2004 that has been active in Turkish cities.®

I11.2.b.3.cinisiyatifa Zarokén Agir / The Children of Fire. It did not emanate from any
central organization but from the independent guerrilla units operating in all Turk-
ish cities; their main method of action is to attack economic, touristic, military and
political targets.”'

11l. 3. SOUTH KURDISTAN - IRAQ
I1l. 3.a General information

Itis the third largest part of Kurdistan and is located in the northern part of the Iraqi
state. Although Kurds make up around 15-20 per cent of Iraq’s population, they do
not form a homogenous whole (see Iran, Turkey, Syria).>? South Kurdistan extends
approximately over 98,000 km?. The population of the area is officially 5.884.000
people.?

29. UK Home Office, “Country Policy and Information Note Turkey: Kurdistan workers party (PKK)",
pp.17.

30. UK Home Office,"Country Policy and Information Note Turkey: Kurdistan workers party (PKK)",
pp.17-19

31. Yilmaz, .“Claiming and Glorifying Environmental Terrorism Online: The Case of PKK’s ‘Children
of Fire Initiative”https://web.archive.org/web/20201215165224/https://gnet-research.
org/2020/12/15/claiming-and-glorifying-environmental-terrorism-online-the-case-of-pkks-
children-of-fire-initiative/.

32. Minority Rights Group International, “Irag: Kurds”, https://minorityrights.org/minorities/
kurds-3/.

33. “Irak Planlama Bakanligi, Kiirdistan Bolgesi‘nin ntfusunu acikladi’, [Iragi Ministry of Planning
announced the population of the Kurdistan Region], https://m.nerinaazad1.com/tr/news/

66



Murat Issi

* There have been in the past many Kurdish demands for free self-government, such
as an attempt to establish the Kurdish Kingdom under the leadership of Sheikh
Mahmoud Berzenjiin 1918-19, in 1921-24 and in 1932, the establishment of the
Autonomous Kurdish Government between 1970-1974, and the establishment of
the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG-1992) which still exists today.

In September 2017 a referendum was held regarding Kurdish independence from
Irag. 92% of Iraqi Kurds voted in favor of independence >

¢ The Regional Government of Kurdistan (KRG- Kurdistan Regional Goverment) is of-
ficially recognized by the Iraqgi Constitution. It has its own army (Peshmerga), that
forms part of the Iragi national army, its own parliament and its own budget. For-
eign policy, though, is dictated by the confederate central government of Iraq.

Education is in Kurdish (Sorani-Kurmanji/Behdini) at all levels, while Arabic is also
used.

South Kurdistan is practically split between the forces of the Kurdistan Democrat-
ic Party (PDK) in the north and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (YNK) in the south.
The KRG controls the Ministry of Peshmerga, the Police and the Secret Police (Par-
astin for PDK and Zanyari/Zaniari for PUK). For the last 10 years, mainly because of
the advance of ISIS, the PKK descended from the mountains and has been partici-
pating in the political and military forces of South Kurdistan (Iraq)

Today, the PKK guerrillas are mainly located in the Zagros Mountains (known as
Qandil), in Mehmur, in the nearby areas of Sengal/Sincar. It exerts political influ-
ence on two unarmed movements (the Azadi Movement and the P.C.D.K.) in the
KRG region and two armed Yazidi organizations (Y.B.S. - Y.J.S.) in the greater Sen-
gal area.

e As of 23 April 2021, clashes between PKK and Turkish forces (+ PDK Iraq) contin-
ue in the wider mountainous areas of northern Iraq, right on the border between
Iraq and Turkey. Turkish forces have invaded the area for about 30-40 km, causing
both environmental and political disasters.

 Turkey's increasing attacks against PKK targets inside Iraq has escalated tensions
between the KDP and the PKK, resulting in deadly clashes between Iragi Peshmer-
ga forces and PKK militants during 2021. Fear of escalating violence has prompt-
ed the KRG to set up more bases in the KRI, to prevent PKK fighters from entering

kurdistan/bashur/irak-planlama-bakanligi-kurdistan-bolgesinin-nufusunu-acikladi. For
general information about the population of Kurdistan Region in Iraq consult: I1zady, Bir El Kitabi
Kiirtler, pp.214-227.

34. Chulov,"More than 92% of voters in Iraqi Kurdistan back independence’, https://www.
theguardian.com/world/2017/sep/27/over-92-of-irags-kurds-vote-for-independence .
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towns and villages and to avoid Turkish airstrikes against populated areas. Rights
group Christian Peacemaker Teams, cited by Aljazeera in December 2020, stated
that the Turkish shelling and air raids have resulted in the killings of almost 100 ci-
vilians and the evacuation of 400 villages, in the past five years.*

lll. 3.b The main parliamentary parties of South Kurdistan (Iraq)*
« PD.K. (Partlya Démokrata Kurdistan - Kurdistan Democratic Party)
+ Y.N.K. (Yekitiya Nistimané Kurdistan- Patriotic Union of Kurdistan)

« GORAN- Movement for Change. A liberal, reformist party which was created after
the split of the Y.N.K.

« YEKGURTI. Islamic, in the moderate political discourse of the Muslim Brotherhood
« KOMEL. Islamic, in the more conservative discourse of the Muslim Brotherhood

- NEWEI NUE - New generation. This is a new party of YNK + Goran MPs

« Communist Movement of Kurdistan.

« The Socialist Democratic Party In Kurdistan(Parti Sosyalisti Demokrati Kurdistan)

« PC.D.K. (Partiya Carentisiya Démokraté Kurdistan - Democratic Solution of Kurdis-
tan Party). It is the only pro-KCK parliamentary party.

1. 4. SOUTH WESTERN KURDISTAN (SYRIA)*’
Ill. 4.2 General Information

* Itis considered the smallest part of Kurdistan. Its area was estimated at 28,000 km?
but under the recent circumstances (2014 onwards) the area has reached 1/3 of
Syria.

* The population of the area is estimated at about 3 million. The majority are Sunni
Muslims and alienated Yazidis. Early Yazidis in Syria declare themselves followers
of Zoroastrianism /Zerdest.

35. EUAA, “lraq - Security Situation”https://coi.euaa.europa.eu/administration/easo/
PLib/2022_02_EUAA_COI_Report_lraq_Security_situation.pdf,47.

36. For further information on Kurdish parties in Iraq consult: BFA Staatendokumentation, The
Kurds: History - Religion - Language - Politics, https://www.refworld.org/docid/568cf9924.html,
pp. 140-161; MERIA, The Main Kurdish Political Parties In Iran, Iraq, Syria, And Turkey: A Research
Guide, , https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/journals/meria/v17i2/f_0029656_23971.pdf.4-7

37. For further information on Kurdish parties in Syria consult MERIA, The Main Kurdish Political
Parties In Iran, Iraq, Syria, And Turkey: A Research Guide, https://ciaotest.cc.columbia.edu/
journals/meria/v17i2/f_0029656_23971.pdf, 7-10 and BFA Staatendokumentation, The Kurds:
History - Religion - Language - Politicshttps://www.refworld.org/docid/568cf9924.html, 112-139
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4.b Kurdish Political Parties in Syria

The Kurds in the region were under the political influence of PDK until PKK's establish-
ment within Turkey. The first Kurdish party, the Syrian Kurdish Democratic Party, was
founded in 1957. Until the Arab Spring there were three political trends in Rojava: %
a) Axis PDK-Iraq (Syrian Kurdish Patriotic Front), b) Axis Y.N.K. (Syrian Kurdish Demo-
cratic Union), c) Axis K.C.K. (PY.D.-Democratic Unity Party).>

* Today (2022) there are two 30 different political formations which operate under
the umbrella of the following two main political organizations:*

o E.N.K.S.Eniya Netewiya Kurdistana Sari- National Front of Syrian Kurdistan

o TEV-DEM Tevgera Civaka Demokratik - Movement for a Democratic Society.

lll. 4.a 1. E.N.K.S. or National Front of Syrian Kurdistan (established in 2011 in
Erbil).*

* It represents the ideas of the Democratic Party of Kurdistan-Iraq. Until recently, it
was recognized by the Turkish and Syrian states as the political representative of
the Syrian Kurds.

¢ It claims that the Sun Peshmerga located in South Kurdistan is its military unit.

* It supports Kurdish Nationalism and Autonomy from the Syrian State.

Ill. 4.a 2. TEV-DEM Movement for Democratic Society (founded in 2011).%

* Itis a key coalition of the Syrian Democratic Council (Meclisa Suriya Demokratik -
Democratic Syrian Assembly).

38. Halhalli,Kurdish Political Parties in Syria: Past Struggles and Future Expectations, 39-42

39. Wietse van den Berge,. “Syrian Kurdish Political Activism: A Social Movement Theory
Perspective’, Middle East-Topics & Arguments, 2015.

40. Halhalli,.“Kurdish Political Parties in Syria: Past Struggles and Future Expectations’,40

41. Halhalli,“Kurdish Political Parties in Syria: Past Struggles and Future Expectations’,40-41

42. Halhalli,“Kurdish Political Parties in Syria: Past Struggles and Future Expectations’,40-41
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* The Syrian Democratic Council is the parliament of the Autonomous Administra-
tion of Northern and Eastern Syria.

It recognizes KCK and keeps a distance from KRG.

It operates under the co-presidency system (one woman-one man).

* TEV-DEM promotes the federal system for Syria.

Apart from the Democratic Union Party PYD, the following parties are member of
TEV-DEM: Partiya Astiya Demokratik Kurdi li Sariyeyé (Peace and Democracy Par-
ty of Kurdish Syria), Partiya Kumonist a Kurdistané (Communist Party of Kurdistan),
Kombuna Nistimani Kurdistani (National Assembly of Kurdistan), Partiya Yekiti-
yalibraliya Kurdistani (Liberal Union Party of Kurdistan), Partiya Demokratik Kurd-
istanti li SGriyeyé (Kurdistan Democrati Party in Syria).*

DIASPORA

Kurdish political organizations of the diaspora emerged in the late 1970s mainly in
Europe and USA/Canada but were further developed after the 1980 military coupin
Turkey. The first organization is KOMKAR and was followed by other organizations
from different parts of Kurdistan. Today there are three pillars of organizations ac-
tive in the Diaspora.

KOMKAR Yekitiya Komelén Kurdistan li Elmanya, 1979- Union of

;‘ﬁ«*‘"‘”“"ﬁf‘%{ Kurdistan Associations in Germany.
5;3 ( %" It is the first organization of the Kurds of Northern Kurdistan/Tur-
R AR o = . T
1\ _s;_‘ key and operates under the auspices of the Socialist Party of Kurd-
?";'&m." j istan.*
" au

K.C.D.K.-E. Congress of Kurdish Democratic Associations-Europe. It
is a large Kurdish organization and operates under the auspices of
the K.C.K*

43. Jongerden andKnapp, “Communal Democracy: The Social Contract and Confederalism in
Rojava,"103

44. Baser, Diasporada Tiirk-Kurt Sorunu, pp.38-53

45. “European Kurdish Democratic Societies Congress’, https://kcdk-e.com/.
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K.R.G. Kurdistan Regional Government. These are the offices of the
Kurdish Government of Iraq and work to promote the rights of the
Kurdish population in the area. Their offices function as a gather-
ing center for the diaspora Kurds in countries such as USA, Great
Britain, Sweden.
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